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EDGAR ALLAN POE.
" Arthur Gordon Pym," Poe conducted the travelers only to the head waters of the Missouri. The description of the trip, in which he followed, very closely the obvious authorities, such as Sir Alexander Mackenzie, Lewis and Clarke, Pike, and Irving, is enlivened only by an attack on the Sioux, the sight of a beaver darn, and a hand-to-hand conflict with a hear. As before, too, he was led to his subject by the public interest which was now especially directed to the exploration of the West. The work as a whole bears no relation to his genius, except in a single passage which contains a faint suggestion of the Yalley of the Many-Colored Grass in "Eleonora."
With tho June installment of the " Journal" Foe's contributions to the magazine ceased, and at the same time his engagement with Burton abruptly terminated. There was evidently a serious quarrel between the two editors, but the exact truth regarding it can only be inferred. Poo asserted that Burton had acted dishonorably in advertising prizes for contributions which he never intended to pay, and that this was the ground of his own resignation; Burton, on his side, circulated scandalous reports in regard to Poe's habits and actions, and described these as the cause of the trouble. It will be best to confine attention to the documentary evidence, an important part of which is contained in Poe's -letters to Dr. J. E. Snodgrass, of Baltimore, who had been Brooks's associate on the "Museum,"
